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RE:  Reading Corps and Math Corps – Leaders in Evidence-Based Programs 

 

In reference to Senate File 987, we have been asked to provide examples of evidence-based 

programming and briefly discuss how research-based practices lead to effective, efficient uses of 

state resources. The two AmeriCorps programs of most relevance to the Senate Education Finance 

and Policy Committee are Minnesota Reading Corps and Minnesota Math Corps. These two 

programs use: 

 research based reading and math interventions  

 frequent, quick assessments of student learning to inform appropriate interventions 

 ongoing coaching and support for tutors to ensure they implement interventions with fidelity. 

 

These three elements are core to implementing evidence-based programming. The work of Reading Corps 

and Math Corps has been analyzed and studied by both local and national groups. Dr. David Heistad of 

the Bloomington Public Schools did a matched sample analysis of students who received Reading Corps 

support compared to their peers. He found that those who received Reading Corps support were nearly 

three times less likely to receive special education services in the year following their tutoring.  

 

The University of Chicago conducted multiple randomized control trials of Reading Corps and showed 

that it significantly accelerates acquisition of reading skills (with a net benefit of roughly a half to a 

full year of additional learning compared to students who don't have access to the program). Similar 

research has been conducted on Math Corps, and similarly powerful results have been observed. 

Notably, these studies include low-income students and BIPOC students, who benefited as much or 

even more than the average participating student. 

 

Here are examples of the evidence in support of high-quality tutoring provided by Reading Corps and 

Math Corps: 

 

Rigorous Meta-Analysis of High-Quality Tutoring  Note: The authors explicitly recognize both the 

Reading Corps and Math Corps programs.  A forthcoming revision of their paper will include the most 

recent Reading Corps studies that show even stronger effects on learning.   

 

Policy Summary of Effective Tutoring.  Note: Reading Corps and Math Corps are highlighted as 

exemplars that incorporate the recognized design principles.    

 

Here is a link to our library of research studies. https://www.serveminnesota.org/how-we-create-

change/research-to-practice/  
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